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Little Treasures
When Bryce
Reamer was
diagnosed at
six months old
with Menkes
Syndrome, a
very rare genetic
disorder affecting
only 1 in 35,000,
his pediatrician
recommended
hospice care. Like
many who hear
the word hospice,
Bryce’s mom,
Ashley Reamer,
was resistant at
first.

Enhancing The Quality Of Life
For Our Little Treasure

importantly, having them here would maximize the quality of
time we could spend with Bryce.”
And, that’s exactly what happened. Little Treasures nurse
Diane Felter got right to work helping with Medicaid
qualifications, medications and much needed equipment for
Bryce. Our music therapist was able to immediately connect
with Bryce, but also with his dad Brian and older brother Blake.
Breakthroughs were made using music therapy, and special
memories were created through legacy projects, including
hand molds and artwork. Another activity that has provided
joy to the Reamers is the annual Little Treasures holiday party,
which is paid for by generous community partners and donors.

“I didn’t
understand the concept of hospice,” said Mrs. Reamer. “All
I knew was that I had older family members who were on
hospice for only a short time before they passed away.”
Bryce was eight weeks old when he had his first seizure related
to Menkes. In the four months it took to diagnose Bryce, he
had at least a dozen hospital stays. Two weeks had passed
since hospice was recommended, and Bryce was back in the
hospital.
“I felt so alone. We had no support, no resources, nobody to
turn to, and no one to guide us through caring for a medically
complex child,” said Mrs. Reamer.
Concerned, Ashley’s dad reached out to Treasure Coast
Hospice and set up an appointment with the Little Treasures
Pediatric Care Team. After meeting with the team, the Reamers
felt like a huge weight was lifted off their shoulders.
“They spent hours with us explaining how Treasure Coast
Hospice would support our family, enrich Bryce’s life, and help
us with his care and medications,” said Mrs. Reamer. “Most

Blake was only 10 years old when his brother received his
Menkes diagnosis. TCH Grief Support stepped in to help Blake
and his parents as well. According to Mrs. Reamer, “Oralea
Marquardt is great at finding ways to connect with Blake on
his level and in his own time. She has also held family therapy
sessions. She has really brought our family together through
games and in other fun and creative ways.”
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Recently, a friend gifted the Reamers with 50 Menkes
Awareness Bracelets. Because of the care the family received,
they decided to sell the bracelets to friends and family as
a fundraiser for Little Treasures. The bracelets sold out
immediately and they even had to order 100 more. In addition,
several people made donations in honor of Bryce to Little
Treasures through the Treasure Coast Hospice website.
“We wanted to give back. We wanted to share about more
than just Menkes Disease. Our lives have changed so much
since Treasure Coast Hospice has been in our lives and we
wanted to help spread the word about what they do” said Mrs.
Reamer. “They have taken the extra burden off our shoulders
and surrounded our whole family with love and support, not
only medical, but emotional as well.”
“The Treasure Coast Hospice Little Treasures team does more
than treat Bryce’s symptoms; they look at our son as a person,”
continued Mrs. Reamer. “Our lives are enriched. We can spend
quality time with our family instead of running all over town to
pick up medications and making so many trips to the hospital.”
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“We are so
thankful to have
Treasure Coast
Hospice in our
lives,” she said.
“They have always
found a way to
get Bryce and our
family whatever
we need.” TCH
was able to
provide Bryce with
a Bair Hugger,
a convective
temperature
management
system to
maintain his body
temperature.

“Our goal was to
keep Bryce out of
the hospital and
at home with his family. We have been able to do that because
of Treasure Coast Hospice Little Treasures,” said Mrs. Reamer.
“Since they began caring for Bryce over two years ago, he has
only had a few scheduled hospital visits and we are able to
spend a great deal of quality time with him.”

If you have any questions regarding the Little Treasures
Pediatric Program, please contact us at 772-403-4500.

Nurse Felter even made it possible for the family to take a
vacation out of state. She arranged care with another hospice
near their vacation spot, making sure they would have the
services they needed while they were away. Mrs. Reamer said
the trip is a memory they will never forget.
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